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Sorry! 

Christmas is a great time to travel, go on vacations, and relax. Here are some fun things to do during 
the Christmas season. One great thing to do is go geocaching. It’s one of the things that my family 
loves to do and is also a great way to get outside. Geocaching is an outdoor treasure hunting game 
using GPS devices. You navigate to a specific set of GPS coordinates and then attempt to find the 
geocache, which is a hidden container at a certain location. Sometimes there are hidden gifts inside 
and the cost is free. Another great thing to do is bake. You can bake anything from cookies, to      
gingerbread houses. You can share with your friends and then have the leftovers to yourself. All in 
all it’s just a great way to celebrate and get festive with friends 
and family. Another great way to celebrate is to watch Christ-
mas movies. You can binge watch with your family or go on a 
movie marathon with friends. Usually, lots of channels stream     
Christmas movies all of December to get you in the Christmas 
spirit. Now that you have learned a few more things to pass 
time, go try them out with your family over the break! 

 



January 9, 2018, was the day that Alabama beat Georgia in the National Championship for 
college football. This year Georgia got another chance to beat Alabama after a devastating 
loss last year. Same field, same jerseys, same teams but this time it was the SEC           
championship for their conference. Instead of Georgia getting revenge, Alabama came 
back for SEConds. At halftime, Alabama trailed Georgia 14-21. Coming out of the locker 
room with a new mindset, and this new mindset to win was not with Tua, unfortunately. 
Tua Tagovailoa, Alabama's starting quarterback, was hurt.  
In the 2017 National Championship against Georgia, Tua came in to replace Jalen Hurts, 

who was the starting quarterback at the time. Tua was only a freshman and everyone was looking at him to break the 13-0 lead. 
Tua threw one of the most famous passes in college football to Devonta Smith in overtime to win the came. After that Tua started. 
But in this game everyone looked to Jalen to make a comeback. Jalen threw an amazing pass to Jerry Jeudy, for the tying touch-
down. After multiple downs and turnovers, our offensive line was breaking and Jalen Hurts rushed twenty yards for the game win-
ning        touchdown. Alabama beat Georgia 35-28. After that game, on Sunday December 2, college football playoff seeds were 
announced. This system allows the staff to pick four of the best teams in the country to play. First seed plays the fourth seed, and 
the second seed plays the third seed. The first seed, which is Alabama, and the second seed, which is Clemson, have a pretty good 
history. They have played against each other twice in the national championship and once in the playoffs. Their head coach, Dabo 
Swinney,    actually used to coach at Alabama. Honestly, in my opinion, Clemson and Alabama will play in the national champion-
ship, which is on January 7, 2019. The third seed is Notre Dame, and the fourth seed is Oklahoma. There is no hope to beat Ala-
bama this season. As Nick Saban said at the 2009 championship victory party “This isn’t the end, it is only the beginning. 
 

CASH FOR KIDS BY HENRY AND BECKER 

In the late December weeks of the NFL season, 12 playoff spots are on the line. 
You can be one of the best NFL teams of all time, like the L.A. Rams, or you can be 
like the 2010 7-9 Seahawks who made the playoffs because of their terrible division. 
When all the Christmas decorations come out of the attic, NFL experts are bringing 
out their playoff brackets. Most people sort playoff eligible teams into contenders 
and pretenders. Almost everyone agrees that teams like the Saints, Rams, and 
Chiefs will be locks for a first round bye, but what if they choke the rest of the way 
and end up playing in the wild card round and possibly losing to a team on a hot 
streak. Basically, the playoffs are not always about the fight for the #1 seed. I      
believe that the Cowboys, Texans, and Chargers are the three teams that could 
make a deep run in the playoffs. I also believe that the Steelers, Seahawks, and the     
Vikings are not at all what they seem to be. To contend in the playoffs, you need a 
great passing attack, a solid running game, and a hard hitting defense. Based on 
what happened last year when the underdog Eagles won the Super Bowl, you 
should always look out for the overlooked teams to make a splash!  

Since it is Christmas, you would think stocks are going up because everybody is 
buying gifts. Sadly, that is not what is happening. On Tuesday, December 4, the 
Stock Market plunged and reached its lowest point since October of this year. Wall 
Street (the New York stock exchange where you can sell stocks), along with other 
stocks participants, have realized that the Dow Jones Industrial average (basically 
the overall economy, if it’s down most likely the economy not doing so well)             
is -3.10%, the S&P 500 index (the Standard and Poor 500, is common stock of 500  
major companies) is  -.15%, and the Nasdaq Composite index was -.42%. This 
should worry you because of the tariff resolution between China and the U.S. spilling 
economic gloom over the U.S. Right now. The smartest thing to do is stay out of the 
stock market for now so you don’t lose your money. With these lows, we could be 
facing another recession (a time of economic downfall). Let’s hope that we pull 
through this fall before it’s full effect hits us. The way we are headed at the moment, 
it looks like we will come out unscathed, but you never know how it will end.  

This month you could have found many readers 
deep into a book from the Goosebumps series. Even I 
have found myself engulfed in the pages of one of these 
best-sellers. Who, you may ask, is the author of these 
hits? R.L. Stine. 

On October 8, 1943 Robert Lawrence Stine was 
born to Anne and Lewis Stine. At the age of nine, R.L. 
recalls typing his stories on the family’s old typewriter. 
The Goosebumps series contain his most popular 
books, but he also has other books such as Party 
Games, The New Girl, and Nightmare Hour. Some of 
his most read books are Night of the Living Dummy, 
Stay Out of the Basement, and Welcome to the Dead 
House. Today, R.L. has a wife named Jane and a son 
named Matthew. ‘I just like to scare people!’ he proud-
ly claims in an interview about his inspiration for writ-
ing. 

The Goosebumps series is a 231 book series 
about how people find themselves in various situations, 
including monsters and scary themes. It doesn’t matter 
if your thing is vampires, or ghosts, or zombies: this is a 
series you definitely want to read! 
 

Taylor Alison Swift was born in Reading, Pennsylvania on December 13, 1989. Her 
parents are Scott and Alison Swift. She was born on a   Christmas tree farm. At age 
12 she wrote her first song called ‘Lucky You’. She briefly modeled in 2003. She has 
made many albums, such as Reputation, 1989, and Speak Now. Her Mom named her 
Taylor because she didn’t want someone to know if she was a boy or girl by looking 
at her name. Taylor’s grandmother inspired her because she was an opera singer. 
She wrote a 350 page book at the age of 12, which was never published. Taylor can 
play the guitar, banjo, ukulele, piano, and electric guitar! She is also a painter, and 
her lucky number is 13. Personally, I think that Taylor Swift is a talented musician, 
and I admire her work. 

Christmas Spotlight: Saint Nick by CC 

Critic Section: The Grinch by Jane 
Christmas is just about a week away, so I thought it fitting to do a review of a 
Christmas movie. The only Christmas movie in theaters was The Grinch 2018 
version, which was good for me, because I’d been thinking about seeing it for 
a few weeks. Anyway, I decided to review The Grinch, and there were things I 
liked and things I didn’t like. For the sake of Christmas spirit, I’m going to fo-
cus on the good. But before I get into that, I’m going to give a bit of back-
ground information. The Grinch 2018 is based (obviously) on How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas, a book by Dr. Seuss. In case you don’t know, The Grinch is 
about a green, furry man who hates Christmas. The main storyline is that the 
Grinch decides to steal the Christmas of the town below his house (or cave), 
called Whoville. He decides to dress up like Santa Claus in hopes of stealing 
everything that in his mind, makes Christmas Christmas, and putting it in his 
“sleigh.” While the movie mostly keeps the same storyline as the book, it does 
change a few things in the movie, which, is one of the things that I like about 
the movie. To explain that more, if the producers had kept the exact same 
storyline then the movie would have been boring, but they didn’t. They added 
in a few new characters and made some changes. They also gave the  
characters some background   information, and gave them some depth, 
which, may sound strange, considering that this is an animated movie. But I 
liked it. I also liked how they kind of made it into a comedy, though some 
might not find that amusing because it’s sort of slapstick humor. While there 
were a few down sides, The Grinch was a mostly good movie that I would  
recommend, especially to those who are getting tired of the current Christmas 
carols. I think that it will be out of the theaters soon, so if you would like to go 
see it, do so now. 
 

Saint Nicholas had wealthy parents who raised him to be Christian. They sadly died 
when he was young, and Nicholas gave his inheritance to the needy and sick. He     
devoted his life to being a Christian and helping others. He was born in an area, which 
now is Turkey, around 280 AD. There are many stories about the good deeds that 
Nicholas did. One tells of him sneaking into a poor family’s home three times and 
leaving a bag of money. Eventually, he moved to the North Pole and started giving 
Christmas presents to good kids around the world. Everyone loves Saint Nicholas, or 
Santa as we call him, and we should be more like him. During your holiday break try 
to find some time to give back to others that might be less fortunate than you. Happy 
Holidays! 
 


